Education system in partners’ countries

Bulgaria
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Bulgarian educational system follows European traditions in this area.

Secondary education lasts for four or five years after completion of the basic education course. It comprises two stages :
 Basic   education   : 
First stage- from first to forth  grade .

After it pupils have to take exams in all subjects.  

The  following  level  is –

Second stage- from  fifth to  eighth grade.  Only students from seventh grade take exams .which help them to study in schools where they have more language classes. After their first year students take Diploma for Secondary education.

Next level is – 

High   school .Education there  is provided in three types of schools: 

Comprehensive (general secondary ) schools  

Profile- oriented schools
Vocational (technical and vocational-technical ) schools. 

Studies lead to the Diploma of completed Secondary Education and a certificate of professional qualification awarded by professional schools. 

All students have final examination at the end of their studies.They have to pass  two  exams :

1 .general exam-Bulgarian language and other chosen discipline

2. professional  exam - practical and theoretical

Students acquire knowledge and skills at the second level of qualification .They can continue their studies for a year to receive a certificate of the third grade of qualification.

Agricultural occupations in Bulgaria are the same like in Poland.

The main problem is that there isn’t strong relationship and clear willing to work together between vocational schools and business organizations, because no one pay them for it. Nowadays our government starts a lot of activities to make this relation stronger than it was before.
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1 In some Länder special types of transition from pre-school to primary education (Vorklassen,Schulkindergärten) exist. In Berlin and Brandenburg the primary school comprises six grades.
2 The disabled attend special forms of general-education and vocational school types (partially integrated with non-handicapped pupils) depending on the type of disability in question. Designation of schools varies according to the law of each Land (Förderschule / Schule für Behinderte / Sonderschule /Förderzentrum). The Förderschule with a focus on “learning” (school for children with learning difficulties, Schule für Lernbehinderte) and the Förderschule with a focus on “mental development”award school-specific qualifications.

3 Grades 5 and 6 constitute a phase of particular promotion, supervision and orientation with regard to the pupil's future educational path and its particular direction.

4 The Hauptschule and Realschule courses of education are also offered at schools with several courses of education, for which the names differ from one Land to another. The following types of school bring the courses of education of Hauptschule and Realschule under one educational and organisational umbrella: Mittelschule (Sachsen), Regelschule (Thüringen), Sekundarschule (Bremen, Sachsen-Anhalt), Erweiterte Realschule (Saarland), Verbundene Haupt- und Realschule (Hessen), Haupt- und Realschule (Hamburg), Regionale Schule (Mecklenburg-Vorpommern), Realschule plus (Rheinland-Pfalz), Regionalschule (Schleswig-Holstein), Oberschule (Brandenburg), Mittelstufenschule (Hessen).

5 The Gymnasium course of education is also offered at comprehensive schools (Gesamtschule). In the cooperative comprehensive schools, the three courses of education (Hauptschule, Realschule and Gymnasium) are brought under one educational and organisational umbrella; these form an educational and organisational whole at the integrated Gesamtschule. The provision of comprehensive schools (Gesamtschulen) varies in accordance with the respective educational laws of the Länder. Three courses of education are also offered at the following types of school: Integrierte Sekundarschule (Berlin), Oberschule (Bremen, Niedersachsen), Stadtteilschule (Hamburg), to some extent Regionale Schule (Mecklenburg-Vorpommern), Gemeinschaftsschule (Schleswig-Holstein, Thüringen).

6 The general education qualifications that may be obtained after grades 9 and 10 carry particular designations in some Länder. These certificates can also be obtained in evening classes and at vocational schools or through an external examination before a state examining board.

7 Admission to the Gymnasiale Oberstufe requires a formal entrance qualification which can be obtained after grade 9 or 10. At present, in the majority of Länder the Allgemeine Hochschulreife can be obtained after the successful completion of 13 consecutive school years (nine years at the Gymnasium). Yet in almost all Länder the gradual conversion to eight years at the Gymnasium is currently under way, where the Allgemeine Hochschulreife can be obtained after a 12-year course of education.

8 The Berufsoberschule has so far only existed in a few Länder and offers school-leavers with the Mittlerer Schulabschluss who have completed vocational training or five years’ working experience the opportunity to obtain the Fachgebundene Hochschulreife. Pupils can obtain the Allgemeine Hochschulreife by proving their proficiency in a second foreign language.

9 The Fachoberschule is a school type lasting for two years (grades 11 and 12) which admits pupils who have completed the Mittlerer Schulabschluss and qualifies them to study at a Fachhochschule. Pupils who have successfully completed the Mittlerer Schulabschluss and have been through initial vocational training can also enter the Fachoberschule directly in grade 12. The Länder may also establish a grade 13. After successful completion of grade 13, pupils can obtain the Fachgebundene Hochschulreife and under certain conditions the Allgemeine Hochschulreife.

10 Berufsfachschulen are full-time vocational schools differing in terms of entrance requirements, duration and leaving certificates. Basic vocational training can be obtained during one- or two-year courses at Berufsfachschulen and a vocational qualification is available at the end of two- or three-year courses.

Under certain conditions the Fachhochschulreife can be acquired on completion of a course lasting a minimum of two years.

11 Extension courses are offered to enable pupils to acquire qualifications equivalent to the Hauptschule and Realschule leaving certificates.
12 Fachschulen cater for vocational continuing education (1–3 year duration) and as a rule require the completion of relevant vocational training in a recognised occupation and subsequent employment. In addition, the Fachhochschulreife can be acquired under certain conditions.

13 Including institutions of higher education offering courses in particular disciplines at university level (e.g. theology, philosophy, medicine, administrative sciences, sport).

14 Pädagogische Hochschulen (only in Baden-Württemberg) offer training courses for teachers at various types of schools. In specific cases, study courses leading to professions in the area of education and pedagogy outside the school sector are offered as well.

15 The Berufsakademie is a tertiary sector institution in some Länder offering academic training at a Studienakademie (study institution) combined with practical in-company professional training in kemping with the principle of the dual system.
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Nedherlands
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The Netherlands has binary system of higher education, which means there are two types of programmes:research-oriented education (WO), traditionally offered by research universities, and professional higher education (HBO), traditionally offfered by hogescholen, or universities of professional education. 
Since Septmebr 2002, the higher education system in the Netherlands has been organized around a three-cycle degree system consisting of bachelor, master and PhD degrrees. At the same time, the ECTS credit system was adopted as a way of quantifying periods of study. The higher education system continiues to be a binary system, however , with a distinction between research-oriented education (WO) and professional higher education (HBO).
Norway
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Poland
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The pupils of  Primary School take exams in science and arts subject. They are 13 years old at that moment.

Next level is Junior High School. In last year of the part of education the students  must take 3 examinations from subjects of science, arts and foreign language. They are 16 years old at the time.

Next level is high  school: liceum (3 years) and technical vocational school (4 years). After finishing one of the types of school the students can pass Maturity examination. The exam consist of  minimum 3 objects, the obligatory is: Polish language, foreign language, mathematics. The student can choose  additional  object. 

Maturity examinations give  access to higher education.
Since September 2012 we have reform of vocational education system. During the 4 years the students of technical school should pass 2 or 3 qualification exams  (K1, K2, K3- it depends on  profession ). If they pass all the  exams, they will have full qualifications. Similar profession can have one the  same qualification for example the  qualification for farming class  and agricultural agribusiness K1 is the same, but K2 is different for the both. 

The adults can learn on courses for every  qualification. After the course they must take exams like students in the technical school.
